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LITERALLY EYES ONLY 


YESTERDAY I MET THREE TIMES WITH HIGHEST AUTHRITY ON ACTIONS 

!■ 

‘ A S.oCIA TED V'JXTH 34 BATTALION PLAN. IN SUMMARY, HE STATEDj 

1 . IT IS HIS CURRENT INTENTION TO PROCEED WIT 834 BATTALION PLAN. 

2 . ‘ "IT" IS 'IMPOSSIBLE 'FOR 'HIM TO SUBMIT- SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET 


REQUEST OF MORE THAN $3100-4 00 MILLION TO THE CONGRESS BEFORE NEXT ' 

J ANU/iRY , ^ 

3 . IF A LARGER REQUEST IS MADE TO THE CONGRESS, HE BELIEVES 
7T2 WILL KILL DUHESTIC LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM. 

vIE SHOULD b£ PREPARED TO EXPLAIN TO THE CONGRESS THAT WE 
i.AVE ADEQUATE AUTHORITY AND FUNDS, BY USE OF DEFICIT FINANCING, 

4»7-y MILLION SUPPLEMENTAL AND POSSIBLE SMALL CURRENT SUPPLEMENTAL, 

To FINANCE RECOMMENDED OPERATIONS UNTIL NEXT JANUARY, WHEN WE WILL 
BE ABLE To COME UP WITH CLEAR AND PRECISE FIGURES AS TO WHAT IS REQUIRED. 


I ASKED HIGHEST U JTHORITY WHETHER REQUEST FOR LEGISLATION 
'* LT »ING CALL-UP OF RESERVES AND EXTENSION OF TOURS OF DUTY WOULD y 


v 


b.i aCCEPTAbLE IN THE LIGHT OF HIS COMMENTS CONCERNING DOMESTIC 
% 

k/ul.U, AND HE STATED THAHCIT WOULD. 

I POINTED OUT THAT WE WOULD HAVE GREAT DIFFICULTIES WITH SENATOR 
JTi-.ii, -IS CONCERNING THIS COURSE OF ACTION, HE SAID THAT HE RECOGNIZED 
iiiAT WE aOULD bUT WE WOULD JUST HAVE TO BULL IT THROUGH. HE 
a SAAASTED THAT I TALK TO SENATOR RUSSEL ON MONDAY, AND I WILL DO 

- u. 

I HAVE TALKED TO CHARLIE HITCH AND PAUL IGNATIUS ABOUT THIS, 

AND THE THREE OF. US WILL DETERMINE WHETHER WE CAN ACHIEVE WHAT 
HIGHEST AUTHORITY DESIRES. I HAVE ALSO TALKED TO MCGEORGE BUNDY 
»UT DO NOT PLAN TO MENTION IT TO ANYONE ELSE. 

IN MEANTIME, PLANNING EXERCISE IS PROCEEDING ACCORDING TO 
S CuHDJLE AND WE EXPECT TO HAVE PLANS COMPLETED FOR YOUR REVIEW UPON' 
k ET'j TCI . ALSU EXPECT TO SEND YOU DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE AND 
ju RAFT SPEECH BY BACK CHANNEL CABLE THIS WEEKEND. 

SIGNED VANCE 

SSC NOTE; CAPTAIN MCCOUL, DUTY OFFICER, SSO MACV, 

— — 

DELIVER DURING WAKING HOURS. 





